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Abstract: In the 20th century the most highly developed sests the industry, especially heavy
industry, particularly in the years of the cold wiar Eastern Europe, which was under the Soviet
control. In the world economy, however, services hegagain importance. It was only later that the
ex-communist countries could meet this changer, géitting rid of the Soviet sphere of interestséd
the data of the Bratislava-based TREND analysingreeregarding settlements to be able to clarify
the role of towns in the economic competition.
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Preface

The driving force of economic development may beywdifferent in the various eras and re-
gions. In the 20th century the most highly devetbgector was the industry, especially heavy in-
dustry, particularly during the war-years and therthe years of the cold war in Eastern Europe,
which was under the Soviet control. In the worldmamy, however, services began to gain impor-
tance. It was only later that the ex-communist ¢dasa could join this change, after getting rid of
the Soviet sphere of interest. The leading rolsesfices means that today it is the people expgpiti
their knowledge and qualifications on the markat form or develop settlements rather than thdahibi
ity of raw materials, centrally planned and buitfustrial plants or the state logic of the planeeshomy.
Education, however, means a high level of schoplivtgch is available in towns, and the financial; a
ministrative and communications establishmentsieg@ssary for the useful operation of marketsatsm
be found in towns. Besides, the new logic of magaetnomy, the efforts of local governments, théeel
erate increase in the role of their own settlemants towns also play an important part. The locat g
ernments of Slovak towns also try to do their lesattract the companies that create jobs and ensur
incomes. This individual intention coincides witletintention of the state, which controls the ch@mé€
location of domestic and foreign investors, pdtilypugh the national system of the institutionsegional
development, and partly with laws and decrees.

According to the European practice, the statistidfites of the individual countries publish re-
gional data, which do not reveal the economic perémce of the individual settlements, especially
that of towns, although it is a well-known fact thhe major part of the results of both industries
and services are produced by towns. Since the Blstaistical office publishes combined national
and regional economic data, | used the data ofBtfaislava-based TREND analysing centre re-
garding settlements so as to be able to clarifyrthe of towns in the economic competition. This
method, however, has a disadvantage, namely, thiateis not provide a full supply of data. It pro-
vides full information about certain branches, bompletely neglects others.

Analysis

Regarding their incomes, the analysing centre TRHINI3 200 companies that definitely affect
the economic life of Slovakidréble ). On the basis of the locations it can be stdtatithe 200 compa-
nies can be found in 69 settlements, 52 of whiehtewwns and 17 are villages. The shift of propodio
cannot only be seen in the different types ofesaitint but also in the number of companies: 90 #heof
companies on the list can be found in towns andrtb@mes generated by them makes out 94.8 %. The
figures suggest the priority of towns over villagest the analysis has to be completed by thettiattthe
importance of the city Bratislava is outstandingreamong the towns. 78 out of the 200 most impbrtan
companies are located in Bratislava. All the otbems are of much less importance, because Koége h
only 8, Zilina and Trnava 6, Nitra, Banska BystriPavazska Bystrica and Prievidza 4 significant mam
nies each. There are 28 towns with only one company
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Tab. 1. The 200 most important companies in the geograpbkjsace

Number of settlements % Number of companies % Total income %
(pieces) (pieces) (thousand SK)
Town 52 75,4 180 90,p 1309457241 94,8
Village 17 24,6 20 10, 71360623 5,2
> 69 100,0 200 100,p 1380817 864 100,0

Source;_www.etrend.sk

The geographical location of the towns outlinemantry with two well-distinguishable individual
parts Fig. 1). In the western part of Slovakia there is a higihensity of large companies. To the east
of the line Liptovsky Mikula$ - Krupina importanbmpanies can only be found sporadically. It is
especially the zone along the Polish border andatlye area between Banska Bystrica and KosSice, or
more exactly between Banska Bystrica and the Uknaincader that lack large companies.
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Fig. 1. The geographical location of the 180 most impdrtaban companies
Source: Compiled by the author on the basis of wwndtskDrawn by Maté Mady.

The geographical location of the 17 villages habeadhighlighted because, as the majg(2)
shows, these villages are very close to towns18 km on average. There are several such villages
in the surroundings of Bratislava, Malacky, Sened arnava, and also in the valleys of the rivers
Vah, Nitra and Hron, which is a sign of industrald service providing units spreading mostly in
the agglomeration, if they need plants or premaséside towns.
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Fig. 2. The geographical location of the 20 most importzorpanies in the country
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Source: Compiled by the author on the basis of wwndtskDrawn by Maté Mady.

Regarding industrial branches, the analysing ceFREND lists building materials, chemical fac-
tories, textile factories, companies of the foodustry, the machine industry and the construction
industry in the first group to be analysed. The sidmll their incomes from the production suggékes
list of companies showing the first 20 - 25 comparof the national capacity.

According to the figures of the year 2005, the wstdal establishments of the above mentioned
branches, which earn the most significant profitm be found in 67 settlements. There are 144 of
them (Tab. 2. The majority (120 companies) are located in tewhhese 120 companies produce

94.3 % of the incomes.
Tab. 2. Industrial companies in the geographical space

Number of companies % Number of companies % Total income %
(pieces) (pieces) (thousand SK)
Town 48 71,6 120 83,3 552 662 597 94,3
Village 19 28,4 24 16,7 33644372 57
> 67 100,0 144 100,09 586 306 969100,0
Source:_ www.etrend.sk
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Fig. 3. The 120 most important industrial companies inttvens
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Fig. 4. The 24 most important industrial companies in géa
Source: Compiled by the author on the basis of wwndts&kDrawn by Maté Mady.
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As for the group of service providing companieg #malysing centre selected 72, which are im-
portant on a country-wide scale. They are located4 settlements, all of them being towns with 47
companies based in the city Bratislava. 84.2% oR®8& billion-crown incomes are focused here. The
producers of this high sum and extremely high prope include among others the leading communi-
cation agencies, the Slovak gas works and the Bleteatricity board.
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Fig. 5. The 72 most important service providing compameslovakia
Source: Compiled by the author on the basis of wwwéts& Drawn by Maté Mady.

The geographical location of the 72 most imporsenvice providing companie&if. 5 shows
that, unlike industries, services are typical ofns. The importance of towns is mostly due to the
presence of educational and research facilitieshatr of highly-qualified and educated expertsheat
than their high number of population or their depehent method. Their everyday needs can best be
satisfied by the services of towns. The interestrting ability of this social layer, which is inved
in managing service-providing companies, and whildys an important role in preparing decisions
and decision-making, is much stronger than thdbwhier working classes. In most cases, the location
of the individual leading service-providing compasidepends on which town their management choo-
ses. This can be seen in the outstanding posifi@ratislava. It is also a sign of the fact that this
respect, KoSice is a city of secondary importabeeause there are only 7 companies that have moved
there. Apparently, the plans of the city KoSiceofien to the east have not been profitable so Far, a
though this is where it would be best for compatwesxpand from, towards the Ukraine and Romania.

When we compile the incomes of the industrial agrvise providing companies belonging to one
town and included in the list of the analysing cernihto one tableTab. 3, then it is clear that the 58
industrial companies produce 39.8 % higher incotinas the 67 service providing units.

Tab. 3. Comparison of industrial and service providing comiea

Industry Services

settlement pcs incomes pcs incomes %

Zilina 3 7 016 887 3 19 801 743 35,4
KoSice 6 11 266 048 7 18 074 216 62,3
Banska Bystrica 1 1409 858 1 1628 651 86,6
Bratislava 30| 346365849 | 47 243 712 475 142,1
Nitra 3 7187 406 4 1708 739 420,6
PreSov 2 3351 869 1 523 311 640,5
Liptovsky Mikulas 1 1035784 1 143 429 722,2
Humenné 6 9 302 340 1 1169377 795,5
Trnava 4 8 609 415 1 376 244 2288,3
SpiSska Novéa Ves 2 6 066 502 1 208 552 2908,9
> 58| 401611958 67 287 346 737 139,8

Source: the author’s own calculations
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When regarding the order according to the proportibthe two branches, we can see that in the
towns Zsolna, KoSice and Besztercebanya servicgsapiiecisive role, but in SpiSska Nova Ves, Trna-
va, Humenné, etc., traditional industrial acti\stiare dominant. Since the analysing centre TREND
does not issue data about all the companies ofvtftée branch system, we have to be careful about
making statements. However, it is highly probablat the significance of services is increasinghia t
Slovak economy, which is modernizing at a high atd whose outstanding points are obviously its
towns.

Summary

According to the census in 2001 there were 138 somrSlovakia. As for their economic signifi-
cance, however, the towns are very different. Fahan 37 % of the towns have big companies, and
there are even considerable differences between. thee city of Bratislava, which is a centre of sev-
eral industries but especially that of provisionsefvices, and which plays an increasingly impdrtan
international role, is outstanding in every resp&ubnsidering the figures issued by the analysing
centre TREND, we can make a distinction betweeninde&/idual towns on the basis of economic
sectors too: while large industrial companies carfdund in several towns, services are concentrated
in the largest cities. Apparently, it is exactlyse big service providing companies that contrilbate
the dynamics of Slovak big cities the most. Theggaphical situation of big industrial and service
providing companies shows that the country as devhas a diversity of development levels. Except
for KoSice, there are hardly any cities of outstagdmportance to the east of the line Liptovsky Mi
kulas - Krupina.
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Prinos priemyslu a sluzieb pre rozvoj slovenskych rest

IstvAn MEZEI

Summary: Poda sfitania obyvatéstva v roku 2001 bolo na Slovensku 138 miest. kem@micky
vyznam je rozdielny, menej nez 37 % miest nikévpodniky a aj medzi nimi sG zn& rozdiely.
Hlavné mesto Bratislava je centrom viacerych prigefiyych odvetvi, zarowge najvasim posky-
tovatgom sluzieb s medzinarodnou poziciou. Na zakladgwdtkovanych v TRENDe mozno rozlisi
mesta poth ekonomickych sektorov na dve dominantné skupiié priemyselné podniky mozno
najs’ v mensich mestach, kym sluzby dominuju v8ielh mestach. Autor poukazuje prave nékée
firmy poskytujuce sluzby, ktoré prispievaju k dyikenslovenskych vieych miest. Vi&é priemyselné a
sluzby poskytujlce firmy ovphju diverzitu jednotlivych rozvojovych drovni krgji Na vychod od
linie Liptovsky Mikula$ — Krupina nie st okrem médstéice iné mesta s vyznamnym postavenim.
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